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BEER1NG-, ba'ring, emil adolph (1854r-
1917), a German physician famed as the dis-
coverer of the antitoxin which counteracts
diphtheria. Among- his other achievements
was the discovery of a vaccine that renders
cows immune to tuberculosis. After gradua-
tion from the University of Berlin Bearing
was appointed surgeon in the army, and
subsequently he was professor in the Univer-
sity of Halle and director of the Hygienic
Institute at Marburg. In 1901, when the
Nobel prizes were first distributed, he re-
ceived the prize for medicine.
BEIRUT, or BEYEOUT, bafroot, or la-
root', one of the most important ports in the
new republic of Syria (established 1932), lies
sixty miles northwest of Damascus. Within
recent years Beirut has shown great com-
mercial development, and it carries on a
thriving export trade in olive oil, cereals,
sesame, tobacco and wood; its manufactures
are silk and cotton. In ancient times Beirut
was a large and important Phoenician city.
The Byzantine emperor Theodosius II raised
it to the rank of a city, and it again rose to
importance during the Crusades. It was
bombarded and taken by the British in 1840.
In the fall of 1918 the city was entered by a
French naval division, which took possession
of it for the allies. Population, about
80,000.
BEL.   See baal.
BELASCO, be las'ko, david (1859-1931),
an American playwright, producer and man-
ager who became one of the best-known
theatrical men of his time. He was born in
San Francisco, and began a stage career as
boy actor at the age of fifteen. Later he
exhibited special talent in adapting plays,
and subsequently, in New York City, estab-
lished himself as one of the foremost man-
agers and producers. Belasco is known
everywhere for his skill in developing the tal-
ent of actors, and for his genius for achiev-
ing realistic effects in stage setting. Under
his management the public has seen David
Warfield in The Music Master and The Auc-
tioneer; Mrs. Leslie Carter in The fleart of
Maryland and £a#a; William Morris in A
(rood Little Devil; Frances Starr in Marie-
Odile; Ina Claire in Polly with a Past, and
other well-known actors. The plays which
he has written or adapted include The Girl I
Left Behind Me, The Heart of Maryland,
The Girl of the Golden West and The Re~
turn of Peter Grimm.
 BELEM, ba laN'. See para,
BELFAST', capital of Northern Ireland,
and the most important city in Ireland in
point of population, trade and manufactures.
It is situated on Belfast Lough, at the mouth
of the Lagan River, 113 miles north of Dub-
lin, and on the boundaries of the counties of
Down and Antrim. The harbor and dock
accommodation is now extensive, new docks
having recently been added. Belfast is the
center of the Irish linen trade and has the
majority of spinning mills and power-loom
factories in Ireland. The iron ship-building
trade is also of importance, and there are
breweries, distilleries, flour mills, oil mills,
foundries, print works, chemical works and
rope works. The commerce is extensive.
The chief educational institutions are the
Queen's College and the theological colleges
of the Presbyterians and Methodists. Bel-
fast is comparatively a modern city, its pros-
perity dating from the introduction of the.
cotton trade in 1777, Belfast became the
capital of the new government of Northern
Ireland, established in 1920, declining to join
the Irish Free State movement. Its popu-
lation in 192() was 415,151.
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I ELGIUM, bel'je urn, one of
the smallest countries of
Europe, and for many
years the most densely-
populated of any on the
Continent. Since the year
1831 it has been an in-
dependent kingdom, ris-
ing in that brief time
from a condition of
poverty to the position of
one of the most prosper-
ous, happy and progres-
sive nations. Surrounded
by powerful nations,
among1 whom enmity
might at any time de-
velop, and unable to
withstand a strong attack, Belgium had its
independence and its neutrality guaranteed
by treaties with Great Britain, France, Prus-
sia, Austria and Bussia* Each was obli-
gated to protect it and to assume the role of
"big brother" in any international crisis,
The first phase of Belgium's history as a
neutral nation ended in August, 1914 On
the evening- of August 2 the German minister
at Brussels handed to the Belgian government
an ultimatum demanding that the German

